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{HE REBBLLION. 
We have advices from New-Orleans to the 6th of 


February by the errival atthis port last evening of 
the steamship Empire City. ‘The news is import- 
ant as showing that the work ofpreparationis now 
complete, and that we may expect soon to hear a 
good account of Gen. Banks’ army. The troops, 
after a month’ s drilling,»were in a condition to 


take the field, and it was believed that the 
first’ “movement would be, to. clean ,out, the 
Lafourche district. entirely df the .rebele, who 
are. known. to have returned since the .with- 
drawal. of Gen, Werrzeta’s ‘forces ' from ‘the 
Bayok’ Teche. to Thibodeauville. . A. fishing 
smack had been seized on Lake Pontchar- 
train, having on board a large quantity of .medi- 
cines for the rebels, and ‘a number of letters from 
petsons in New-Orleans to persons prominent in 
the “rebel Government. Gen. Banks was taking 
méasures to have the writers arrested. The three 
clergymen—Drs. Lecoox,Futror and Gooprice— 
sent North by Gen. Boecek, had retuned to New- 
Orieaus, Dut’ refu to take the oath of alle- 
giance, had not allowed to land. It was re- 
ported from above that the water in the cut-off of 
Vicksburgh had been increased ‘in depth, so as to 
allow the passage of a small steamer ; but this re- 
port probably grows out of the fact of the ram 
Queen of the\ West being below-the batteries. 

A dispatch from Vicksburgh, dated the 5th inst., 
states that on the Thursday previous. a force from 


MoAgruve’s division, was sent to Richmond, La, 


and captured the telegraph office at Tallula, La, 
with a large number of dispatches, and destroyed 
several miles of wire. This line extended from Lake 
Providence to Tallula, and was used to tele- 
graph the names of steamers passing down the 
river. Just in front of Richmond they had a skirm- 
ish with rebel cavalry over a deep bayou, and had 
one man severely wounded. The following Sat- 
unday.the same force visited’ Richmond and 
shelled the town, driving the rebel cavalry out of 
it- im considerable confusion. Six men crossed 
the bayou on rafts and entered the town, when 
they were fired upon by rebels concealed in 
houses, and compelled to retreat. The town was 
subsequently shelled, and the houses whence the 
firing preceeded destroyed. The rebels have 
placed heavily loaded barges outside the steamer 
Vicksburgh, to protect her from the butting pro- 
pensities of our Southdown rams. 

The McDowell Court of Inquiry adjourned sine 
die yeeterday, having been in session sixty-seven 
working daye. The ‘finding will not be made 
poblic until it has been submitted to the Presi- 
dent as Com mander-in-Chief. 

The extracts from the rebel press, which we 
puUblish'this morning, will be read with interest. 
They ‘embrace .a detailed account of the late 
affair of the rams off Charleston. 

CONGRESS. 

an the Senate, yesterday, the Military Commit- 
tee to°whom was referred the petition of Dr. W. 
T:G.) Morron, asking for compensation for the 
uge of ether in the army, made a report of the 
facte, without any recommendation. A bill to in- 
crease the éfficiency of the hospital department 
of the ermy-was referred to the Military Com- 


Fox and Wisconsin Rivers,was reported beck from 
the Military Conimittee,.. The bill to prevent and 
punish frauds against the ‘Government ‘was con- 


The bill euthorizing letters of marque and re- 
prisal Was taken up, but it was postponed atter s 
ps) ae after en executive 
session, adjourned. 

In ‘the House, the cate of JExwinas Proggz, 


claiming. seat as Representative from North 


reported adversely upon by the 
aa Elections. » A bill to establish a 
Louis was referred to the Com- 

>. ‘The report of the Commit- 

ast J.B, MOLOup, «2 mem- 
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upon the 
r unfortunate men. verdict of the 
jury decides that the occurrence was purely ec. 
cidental,,, 

We have advices from Mexico to the 20th ult., 
which ate Important. ‘Congress adjourned on the 
15th,'with the f full determination of prosecuting 
the war against the French to the bitter end, The 
hin contrary to the reports which have before 

ached us by way of Havana; had not advanced 
—_ Puebla, but were still at) Palmar, thirty 
niles dis to. move for. lack of teams 
and mules. 
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The trial of Denwis P. Suuirvak, for the mur 
der of Taos. Brxwxs, which commenced on Mon- 
and Terminer, | mig beer 





avinig bos thrown Up at all 


day last in the Court of 
nated yesterday ina verdict of “not guilty.” 


Breadstuffe were in fair demand, 
poor gee ripe prices favored sellers. fhe 
Provisions were those of 
ed and Cheese, w 
and Beef were firm, thoug 
Hops, Tallow, and T were in 
as were likewise Le and Tobacco. 
Metals, and Wool were less freely dealt in. 
Whisky was ere Ri betas but at reduced rates, 
Groceries were solu Pen a inquired for. Cotton 
lining. F 


was very quiet, and 
less active. There were 527 vessels of all classes 
ia port. 
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Let’s Go to Pieces. 
Is this really to be the cry ? Shall we throw 
thought and care to the dogs, while things 
genera!ly topple down upon our heads? Is 


it an earthquake that is.rumbling? or is the 


foundation on which the fabric of Government 
rests turning into quicksand? No matter; 
some folks have got an idea that their rights 
are in danger unless the Government is thor- 
oughly shaken into a sense of its weakness, 
or unless it feels the very ground on which it 
has hitherto firmly stood «sinking from be- 
neath its feet, and calls in despair for help 
upon the unshakable dominions and powers 
established at Albany and Trenton, and 
humbly begs to be propped up again on any 
conditions. Let the earth shake, ‘then, so 
only ‘this result be produced. Let us go te 
pieces, that we may be great and free—each 
piece foritself. Hand in hand, let the sister- 
hood of States, in a bacchanalian frenzy, 
dance one final round together, till heads 
swim, and fingers unclasp, and the whole set 
tumble to the ground. It must be confessed 
that this is a somewhat mixed figure of 
speech, but it would: not suit the occasion 
were it coherent. 

We began with ‘the idea that it was only 
Washington that was to come down, while 
Albany sat unmoved on her own hills, but we 
end with ,every seat of Government pros- 
trate. For that will certainly be the 
end. of it. The stouter. you are for 
State sovereignty now, the weaker will 
State sovereignty prove when the end comes, 
and you leok round fer something stable in 
the universal clash and everthrow of author- 
ities and institutions. When national chaos 
comes, you are not going to revert to an Em- 
pire State, and a Keystone State, and a Gran- 
ite State. These are not the original elements 
into which things will be resolved. These 
grand limbs of the national body had their 
growth in the unity of the whole system; the 
heart of a great natien sent its pulsations of 
life throughout these well-proportioned mem- 
bers. Sympathizing with each other, in- 
creasing with mutually imparted vigor, 
they grew into that very prosperity 
and power wherein each . finds it pessi- 
ble to ferget its dependence, and to dream of 
being complete in iteelf. A vainer dream 
never sported with the brain of a sleeper, to 
render the waking contrast more appalling. 
Let the people of this country be thrown back 
into. their original elements; let them ‘be 
broken up into separate communities; let 
each State be compelled to prove itself a na- 
tion ; let thestern necessity be laid upon each 
cay Bead iteelf in the general scram- 

strength of each one must inev- 

itably be reduced to a point not far above 
| at which it stood when these component 
par ep spp acy 
great whole.’ The’ population and the vast 
strictures of public utility may for a while 


remain, but ; for the maintenance ofits rights Proclamation, and-that 1 have been 
‘given in a Slave State, end not Galy a's Slave 


and the protection of its’ citizens, New-York 
or Pennsylyania will shrink down to Powers 
‘not rated yet on any politi¢al acale. 


“In ell this we speak of immediate results ;- 


Joux Vax Buumy in hie speech, on Tuesday 
evening, that the Proclamation of 
Emancipation “does nothing but what any 
General commanding the army might do.” 
This is more of a concession than most of his 
coadjutors in the Democratic ranks would 
make. It admits to the full that which the 
friends of the Prociamation claim, viz.: that 
a General commanding an army has the right 
. to declare all the slaves within his reach free. 
Not of course that they will be so in fact until 
his military power can be brought to bear upon 
the slaves and their masters, but that when it 
is brought to bear the relation of Slavery is 
destroyed. It is. wonderful thet any one 
should really argue—as so many have—that 
this proceeding is unlawful. Slavery is a 
state of suppressed war—and that statement 
alone is sufficient to show that a General who 
is making war has the right to deliver from 
that condition these who are forcibly kept in 
it by those upon whom he is making war. 
The deliverance of a conquered people has 
always been a powerful. weapon with those 
who fought with their conquerors. And that 
the people are scattered over the land instead 
of being collected together into one province, 
cannot make the slightest difference as to the 
law of war in the matter. - 

Now, the President, acting as Commander- 
in-Chief, has declared that this state of sup- 
pressed war shall cease in certain regions ; 
and, as fast as the armies of the United 
States penetrate those regions, _.just 
so. fast this, Proclamation of his will 
take effect. As to his right to make 
such a declaration, Mr. Van" Buxzn’s 
ground is, and it is clearly correct, that “any 
General commanding the army-might do it.” 
Surely the Commander-in-Chief has the right 
to do as much as his subordinates, in his more 
extended sphere, and thus to lay down the rule 
of action for all his subordinates. 


This q@estion has recently been the subjec’, 


of a judicial determination. Whether yr, 
Van Buren had read the decision “%efore he 
made his speech, we do not know, but his 
view and that of the Court agreed perfectly, 
and the decision is entitled to more regard, 
perhaps, in that it is the decision of a Court, 
not in New-England, whose fanaticism on this 
subject is well known to all readers of the Ex- 
press, butin Missouri. The question came up 
ine rathersingular way, but it came upsquarely 
and was squarely decided. A colored man who 
had been a slave in Arkansas, was convicted 
in St. Louisof grand larceny, which is pun- 
nished by the laws of Missouri with not more 
than thirty-nine lashes, if the ‘offender is a 
slave, but with several years’ imprisonment 
in the Penitentiary if he id free. The State’s 
Attorney called upon the Court to sentence 
the prisoner to the Penitentiary, as being 
free under the Proclamation, while the coun- 
sel for the prisoner claimed that he was still 
a slave and must be whipped. 

And thereupon the Court, citing from Vat- 
rat and others, as to the laws of war, comes 
to the conclusion that the President had the 
right to issue the Proclamation, and that by 


virtue of that Proclamation the prisoner was | 


made tree; and, says the Court, “ Being once 
a free man, he is forever ‘a free man ; for I 
know of no power of law by which & man, 
being once emancipated, can be Poesy 
cipated.” 

We are very glad to have the Courts decide 
in this way, because our people are wisely 
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Another feature of the occasion was the 

n of Christian charity.. The ma- 

terial wants of our soldiers, in the battle-field 
and ‘in: the:'camp; were recognized; and the 
) were most affeeting of the meth- 


ods in’ which ‘the Commission performed its 


part in meeting them. But the special scope 
of the Commission was defined to be the care 
of the intellectual and spiritual wants of our 
citizen soldiery—employing material charity, 
chiefly, as a means to this end, and thus leav- 
ing to the Sanitary Commission the work of 
supplying the physical ‘necessities of the 
army. The diffusion of healthful reading-mat- 
ter, the utterance of Christian words, kindly 
offices to the sick and wounded, and kindred 
charitable Jabors, were proclaimed to be the 
distinctive objects of this organization. 

‘Few organizations have come before the 
public under better auspices. It meets a felt 
want, It is under the control of someof our 
most prudent and energetic citizens. It has 
the best facilities for the economical carrying 
out of its plans. It has’ already’ received the 
self-prompted expression of confidence of the 
most conservative of our charitable institu‘ 
tions, in the single: donation of the 
Scriptures ever made by the American Bible 
Society. Our Life Insurance companies are 
moving to aid its funds. Our liberal mer- 
chante are giving their thousands to its trea- 
sury. The Army and Navy will soon feel its 
power as a timely and beneficent agency for } 
alleviating some of the miseries and 

ing some of the evils of the’ camp and 


forecast. Ié..was not. without a purpose | bet 


that Gen, Bunsms, when giving his cordia 
indorsement of a scheme whose pract 


cil. 
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sea aca teatnie Wan seriedo ami-' 
thought of con the counter-plots of 
the other'Into s casus belli, Yot there always: 
remained ground for erimination and recrimi- 
nation’ between them, and now that King 
Wirt1im wanted a pretext for a fuss, the op- 
portunity wes too good to be lost. “Accord-) 
ingly Herr you Bismaxx, His Majesty's For- 
eign Minister; was instructed to cali on Count 
Kaxzottt, the Austrian Ambassador at Berlin, 
and to remonstrate with: him, in menacing 
language, on the coquetting’ of the Kaiser | 
with the petty Deutsche Powers. The Prus-— 
sian Minister discharged ‘his mission with 
the zéal of & man who was no less anxious 
than his master to try to escape out of im- 
pending diffidulties. Whether the Kaiser will 
gratify. themis hard to tell, but there can be 
no doubt that Wire and Herr von Bus- 
max would not hesitate to ‘expose all Ger- 
many to the calamities of civil -war, rather 
than succumb ‘to the Parliamentary represen- 
nese akin eae, 0 6b Should. the Kaiser, 
however, keep his temper, and disregard the 
offensive terms of the remonstranee, the belli- 
cose Monarch and his Minister will be disap- 
pointed of their philanthropic. object, and will 
be driven to try, some other stratagem to 
break ‘the ranks “of the phalanx arrayed 
against them in the Lower Chamber, and who 
have now under consideration the draft of an 
address to their Sovereign, in which they de- 
nounée: the: illegal acts of his Government, 
and’ declare “that peace at home and power 
abroad can only be secured to Prussia by a 
return to the principles of the constitution. 
But Prussia is likely to see more stormy times 
than the present, ere such a concession will 
be made by her obstinateand despotic King- 
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benefits he had observed on the battle-field, i « bee 
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would be tested to their utmost. 


The Prussian Monarch and His Poliéy, 


The King of Prussia and the Prussian 


on of this zs ceaan poamaoansegreos 


PENN BET ive 

: } ] ¥ me de. ne Pras eed ‘e io Th 
t % ~~ % > A. rere es p ; ad" 

a his Ors. 2A ers ole dees Re Xx a : 

‘ Th! ' ' ‘ «4 ‘ ‘ ae +) 


iii teinaiilahieas i Ratlipatnignasiset 
‘rainous plans, these intestine enemies rely on the 
pre sai: hp otrg erate ndt very” far- 

Clase who are ed by the evils of 
Ley Lehane sn Me dark side of our 
prospects, The’ moment is favorable to them. 
Sixty days, and more than nine timés sixty days 
Sin acco od he were kareake The 
nation’ has lost somewhat of its elasticity. It 
could hardly be otherwise. ‘All great’ wars carried 
on by popular Governments have their periods of 
exhaustion and despondency. No doubt war, ¢s- 
pecially civil war, is a gfeat calamity. The logs 
/of life is terrible, and the lives sacrificed are those 
of men at the age most valuable to theirccuntry. 
The waste of property in the present contest has 
assumed almost unheard of proportions. In the 
case of the Confederates, it is really beyond pre- 
cedent, for they have consumed millions on mil- 
lions of their’ own wealth, besides what they de- 
stroy of ours. 

But what good does it do to go on enumerating 
the ills we suffer? Situated as we. are it would 
be as much te the. purpose to complain that all 
men are ‘mortal; or that everybody does not keep 
the Ten “Conffhandments, or (with a celebrated 
lecturer renowned for his calm and logical train 
of thought) that “the country is full of politi- 
cians.” The war is not of our making, and unless 
we are willing to cut out own throate, it cannot 
be of our own leaving off for some time to come. 
Honor and safety—often. differing, sometimes op- 
posite, but at this crisis identical in their cocn- 
sele—combine to urge the necessity of fighting it 
out. Let us, then, since it is true philosophy as 
well as Christianity, to find “good. in every- 
thing” that is Inevitable, see if we cannot extract 
some alleviation and consolation from our posi- 
tion ; if there. be not.a silver lining to the dark 
eloud, a reasonable cog of future ee eet 
from present evil.’ 

Such consolations it will not be difficult for the 
careful and honest student of our political and so- 
cial histery to find ; for it. must.be evident to 
every such investigator that a great convulsion ot 
some kind was necessary to prevent our national 
organization from becoming rotten before it was 
{girly ripe. 
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mar, people “are © pure Democracy.” But | 
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tase Si Ral fr tale daniel, Wak audite 
for those fighting against it—who care 
memories of the Fathers, forthe pride of o mt 
own generation, or for the hopes of the fu 
men ia whom party selfishness has led o 


all patriotism, as thistles kill out all 


growths. A peace 
name of “ Peace Democrat” 


‘branded with infamy in the future as th mi: 
| “ Tory” has been, ever since the time of ne r 


Revolution. 
Let our neighbors who have s01 


sented Mr. Se aa a a 


ertor. 
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A Soupmn snp ,Parmor.—Gen. Roeusane 


| used to belong to: the Democratic party; but 


he has also demonatrated by his career that | 
he belongs to the grander party of patriotism, 
He has shown this both ‘by his aword and by 


his pen. © ; 


It seems that while lying w 


: front ofthe rebel lines, training i he ia 


racaadhe TEG SME A Gr IM ‘theless did 


brrslaeflpren a yuttoacg aeons 


| results, however. that may “utlast our. io. | 


‘my-the palaorable ‘certainty is forced upon 


to ‘ea tas dielatnyibioe Wy Redioaen. New. | 1 
) by. York is Imperial, because it is one with Maine 


the grand arch that spans a continent meets 


| in it; mmm in manga eon Se . 
: wer ge ssn “esapgoaa nos _ 


| | and Texas ; Pennsylvania, Keystone, because | who m 
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of battle, he 
nabs onion 


oe byte 


liberty, public an id: private | . 


“ase Beier dibeod. >, a 


ie: treatineirohiahinites ih-b> 
said hereafter—it is evident that the grouping to- 
gether of “those twin relics of barbarism, Sila- 
| very and Polygamy,” in the Republican = 
of 1866, was not a mere ad captandum phrase, 

Paapirkyirup! pei pore eny ace de 
| favor of the rights of lavery, waa almost equally 
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by them fully ; “this one comes to ue 
Ee pe time to reed the lesson ; : 
‘Many do not understand jt yet ; some even ecem 
fo have read it the g way.) There are mer 
“darkness may be 
sora agar cp inv 
definite ‘sort of There are men more 
anxious than ever to worship their old false gods. 
Liang sthrmanie ayrtinen can see no other | pérty of 96 loyakIndians, who made march of 500 ' 
way. at restingeiahing “the enn than miles to the Witehita (rebel) Agency, ispereing there 
“tory, proposed tenth lave a Free Btage. coved the J 
rn Cone ‘uta teiiseee ne ee wed Ooi Sen 
to-morrow, ‘tan. Slavery resume, its | Commitiee had agreed to recommend a reduction or uA , 
_mupremacy in. the Western Hemisphere, | "peal of the paper duty, were wholly ' preaiatare, , 
are, too many..living who, have fought still it may be) announced ‘that tne Committee has | bf) autho "i 
oe. ty; andtoo: many dead:whe ‘have'been | **#lly agreed to report the bill in some shape, aa soon | 
killed: by. it.!) And sooner ‘or later the’ whole ee te ees sti ena: 2 : 
Country will realize thatthe more a great evil 16 | 0 asi bad been feared that they wouldisméther prelock P. i 
tomiporized with the greater it becomes—the longer the bili altogether. 1s ls endoretdnd thal O80 Dent thal d masa 
a\gteat principle is ignored the more overwhelm- | can be hoped from them is that they will reportit | piacing it unc 20 
Will be Its self-assertion. back without recommodation, and that Mr. Morar | posed fo pi hier o 
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Gl of the war. “What,?,seys someone, ‘is this | 74x 1s using every effort to get the bill oufvandiboth. | th 
any.xetum.;for, our sacrifices and perils? A les- | he and all its friends seem confident that if they can 
annevendmileneen tin abstebet Mees. °'Garely!the | 0% S*t#t before the House its success ds almost ver! | prg 
mountain has brought forth a mouse ; the whee! | Bi - - oilhea ter 
thatwWas'to make’ a classic vase has only turned ie Wetter ssadaiiiblinder -wan ‘deteta tes House | ,.% arn 
ee rielel 14 Ah, my friend, it is because | Military Committee Iately, urging the passage of an : 
an light Of ideas, and measured too |} act allowing the Commissary Department to supply 
ban maetertel etanhtniy: 68. Wr. se8. We ben ne alae ee in 
py ea ag aa ee be" furnished marten Cine. he collie nn 
‘mailes of,territory, so many millions of exports and | ought, transported and butchered that ft te beter 
imports, these are the true tests of greatness and eee & conde in: the field, and f 
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litieal and: financial rere 9 But there is 8 |; missary Department will probably be granted. ae 
guiding star that will yet ledd'tis out of the dark THE SIGNAL CORPS, fr 
oot oad a oc ke ah gal egg | oMPhe Dill for the organization of the Signal Corps, i 
of public and, another of ‘private, morality ; that |, now pending in the Senate, will be promptly reportés 
not expediency, must be the object of | to the House from its Militery Committee, on its pas, ? 
¢.statesman's search and practice... sage in the Senate.’ Tt Will be 86 amended as to | ; 
See Tole s eee tom nvint ts ce a Tnio 
My next.letter will treat of two other great les- |. ae 
sons taught’ by'the war—the dangerof discourag- paren ome pie aa. ar 
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. 1 ure, » . 
by the Military Committee, and an exciting esl t 
val). . POSTMASTER OF NEW-oRLEANS. WE eens 
may be: expected, as the“ Copperhends” will mae aR opposition to the nomination of Joni ML hy om gai 
their utmost endeavors to defeat it. ri ’ Postmaster at New-Oriéane, having ‘hoon. te ! 
One bill, de iginaiiy pespaiva tx tb one CO withdrawn, the Committee have agreed to report hit 189 opp = 
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service by paying Government $250, and the m A sat _- Wasarworow, Sararday, Fetyiap’ FS" ss 
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STATE MILITIA CLatng. settled elsewhere, as soon as the a 5 
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’ turbances in their State, for pay from the General 
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uma forded this out creeks thirty-nine 
times in their march, more then of which cross- 
‘mgs were effected in water nearly waist deep. In 
several imstances the caissons had to be placed upon 
‘wagon beds filled with brush in order to keep their 
eontents fitfor use, The men took with them six 
days’ provisions. The other route ts known as the 
‘Devii’s Road—it was most certainly just such a turn- 
ypike-as the Father of Lies would most likely con- 
strict in order te punish such délinquent wagon 
masters and teamsters as may come within his tender 
elutch.. It was ever the spurs of the Boston Moun-' 
tains, and.-was inconceivably reegh ; in many pleces 
fer long distances the descent was nota road, but a 
series: of jumps of one or twe “eet from ledge to 
dedge of rocks, Ali this train regarded not lines of 
retreat, and the probabilities ere it was not at all ac- 
-eording. tothe booksto carry an army over such @ 
route. But then, Gen. Biuwr ‘thought only of suc- 
eess, beliewed it always posaible, and as a result, al- 
ways won, It is to be hoped ‘he will have an inde- 
pendent eommand, and turmed joose. “If so, you will 
hear from him. 

At Van Buren, as well as elsewhere, the negroes 
flecked into our lines ; Col, Croup, of tne Second Kan- 
sas, was active in his interest in their behalf. The 
large proportion of them came in with teams, wag- 
ons, &e, Atrain ef 125 families was organized at 
Cane Hill, on: the return of the Van Buren expedi- 
tion, and sent North, with the Ninth Kansas and a 
eommissary train. It consisted of about 50 wagons 
with four mules eech, end severalox-wagons. A 
Humber of the young men entered the ranks of the 
First Regiment Kansas Colored Volunteers ; the re- 
mainder, after a day ortwo’s stay at Fort Scott, lett 
toseek employment in the neighboring counties. 

Major Henne, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, a very 
worthy and efficient officer, in command at that point, 
iniermed) me thet ‘he had had three thousand 
refugees to feed since he had been in command, 

* That: about one-third of these were of Afncan 
escent, and that of these not one had ever received 
more than a ten-day@ supply of rations, and in reality 
but a proportion ef them drew as much as this. 
Nearly all are destitute on arrival, but being willing, 
readily obtain work; not so with the white and 
Indian Unionists, many of whom are still recipients 
ef ‘Government aid. This is valuable testimony to 
the industrious tendencies of the negro ; all the more 
80, thut it comes from an pld Democrat who, as long 
as consistent with his duty. fought the organization 
of the negro regiments in this State. 

The-condition of the Union white and Cherokee 
refugees in and around Fort Scott, is indeed lament- 
able, There are still several hundred-of them camped 
‘about there. No words can give an adequate idea of 
thelr miserable condition, which approaches, in all 
eases, to the verge of starvation. Destitution is ‘too 
puling a term.’ I myself have seen s woman and 
fonr children living without shelter in the woods 
during bitterly inclement weather. One woman 
brought twins into the world in the coldest weather 
of the Winter, with no clothing to cover them, no 
food to eat, barely bedding te keep her off the 
ground, nothing but a small wedge tent to shelter her, 
and that without a stove. Another woman had e 
severe attack of the small-pox, and lay for two days 
without medical assistance or any one to attend up- 
en her. I could go on reciting instance after instance, 
butthey are all ofa 
and Capt. Insizr have 
their wants, but # is not within their power to clothe 
er shelter them. Exertions are now being made to 
aid them. Our worthy Governor, the Mayor of this 

City, and other parties, are interesting themselves in 
the matter... 

The colored regiment, which for &ve months past 
has been organized, was finally mustered on the 13th 
~alt., under orders from Gen. Cunris, by Lieut. Sani, 
: Pirst United States infantry, It was enabled to mus- 
“ter only six companies, But as its absentees are re- 
“turning, it will be full, in all probability, by ist of 
March prox, One full company has already reported 
. @%. Lawrence, another one nearly full at W: 
athird will be raised here, and the material for 
#ourth is already In camp, In the meanwhile the 
ipegiment will be employed in the works now con- 
e@tructing for the defence of Fort Seott. Capt. 
Hoxcxxz, of the Staff of Gen. Cuzz, is on the ground 

. making the preliminary surveys, &c., for the required 
fortifications. .It is heped that by the early part of 
1. March the regiment will be in the field recruiting as 
, Gen. Biuget reviewed it on his return to 

| Fort Scott, visited its camp, and made a few remarks 
“tothe men. He congratulated them upon the Presi- 
is Proclamation, declared his gladvess at their 
appearance, trusted they would endeavor to be 

‘wotthy the new hope wherewith they were dowered, 
and declared his wish that when next he went South, 
the-segiment should form part of the army he cém- 
manded. The successof this frst regiment has given 
aconfidence in the soldierly qualities of the 

megroes. \ It is: understood bere that Gen. Lanz in- 
tends returning to Kansas immediately upon the ad- 


journment, with a recruiting commission to operate 


in the South west States, that he intends to make his 
headquarters at Fort Scott, and, if possible, Fort 





It need hardly be said that the people of Kansas 


wih great unenimity sustain the Presideni’s Proc- 


lamation. Foremost as they have been in the desire 
for such action, and having shown by their acts their 
faith in its efficacy at @ time when general approval 


/@id not greet such views, it was but natural that the 


glorious New Year's, with the solemn words laden 
with manifold and magnificent results wnich Presi- 
dent Linoo.n on that day consigneg to the fate of war 
and the future gratitude of mankind, should by them 
be hailed with perfect approval. A number of meet- 
ings to celebrate the Gay was held in the State, and 
since, the Legislature has, in various votes and reso- 
lutions, shown its unqualified approbation. R. J. H. 
FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 
oe 
The Late Ram Raid at Charlesten—The De- 
fences of that City—Stirring Times at Pert 
Reoyal—The Command ef the Expedition, 


7 Ponr Rora1, Tuesday, Feb. 10, 1868. 

The inhabitants of this far Southern military 
colony are still excited with discussions of the Jate 
ram raid at Charleston, and the other trial of iron in 
the obstructed channel of the Ogeechee. As is al- 
ways the-case, upon the occurrence of great events 
here, they await the arrival of the New-York. papers, 
to replace the exaggerated stories which have pre- 
vailed,-with the full.and accurate narration of the 
facts. From a Savangah paper, just handed me,i 
hear of Buavrecanp’s bombastic manifesto, declaring 
the blockade of Charleston already raised, and the 
port open to the commerce of the world. If any 
credulous-seaman venture, upon the authority of 
this proelemation of the defender of Charleston, to 
enter that port with a welcome cargo for the inhabi- 


tants, a fate like that of the Princess Royal ts likely to 
teach himthe wisdom thereafier of navigating safer 


THE STRENGTH OF CHARLESTON, 

The rebels have improved the long months which 

have been allowéd them to add to the defensive 
strength of Charieston. From reconnoissances which 
have lately been made, and from information derived 
in othex_ways, our military men are satisfied that at 
least guns, very many of them rified and 
of the Jargest calibre, are now in position to defend the 
city against both land and naval atiack. The rear ap- 
proach to the town by Stono has not been negiected, 
Well-built forts and embrasures present a powerful 
obstacle to any land movement in that direction, 
while a force of 30,000 men, which can speedily be 
increased to 50,000, by means of. the railroads con- 
centrating there, would make desperate resistance to 
any attempt which should be made to drag that. birth- 
place of revellion back under the authority of the Gov- 
ernment. In the event of any movement to accom- 
plish this object, a movement which the Charles- 
topians are hourly expecting, I anticipate something 
in the way of regular siege, and no hasty capture, the 
fruit of one.or two or three days’ work. The piles 
with which the rebels have obstructed the harbor 
would be likely to present a serious impedimeut to 
the operations of the navy, but once one or two of the 
forts are reduced, they can readily be removed, The 
torpedoes, of which we hear so much, have hitherto 
done so little harm that very little fear of them is en- 
tertained. 
A LIVELY HARBOR. 

Tnasmuch.as the rebels from their lookouts have 
opportunities for enjoying the same sight, I suppose 
I do.no wrong to the cause by saying that this harbor 
of Port Royal presents a livelier appearance than 
ever before in its history, Instead of the few schoon- 
ers, sloops and pleasure boats which once lay at lazy 
anchorage here, a hundred sails appear, and huge 
steamers, scarcely visible Monitors, and busy tugs, 

meet the eye everywhere, The Weehawken came ia 
last week, with some slight damage to her machinery, 
but she is ready now for any battering business which 
the Admiral may set her about. At the pier at St. 
Helens Island the troops brought down by Gen. Fos- 
tz are landing, to get a chance to stretch their bodies 
and air their clothing, after their long confinement on 
shipboard. They emulate the antics of the liberated 
mules and horses, also stepping now upon shore for 
the first time in near three weeks. The whole pre- 
sents a busy scene, and foretells work, and, we hope, 
success. 

WHO 18 TO COMMAND? 

There bas been some conflict of opinion as to who 
is to be the leader of any attack which may be made 
by'the forces here—Gen. Huwrez or Gen. Fosrzn. 
The former certainly ranks the latter, but under the 
recent law of Congress the President can override 
military precedence in the appointment of any Gen- 
eral to do a specified work in the department of an- 
other, who will mot be able by reason of rank or 
seniority to interfere with his operations. I am well 
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